


The NAIS Story

If fully adopted and implemented, the likely
outcome of NAIS is that animal ownership
increasingly will be limited to large entities who
can afford to comply, and who are willing to
accept the governmental intrusion. Yet, this
“feel good” program will do virtually nothing to
safeguard animal health, its alleged purpose.
Rather, NAIS will do all of the following:

 drive small producers and their supporting
suppliers (feed stores, auction houses, etc.)
out of existence;

* make people abandon raising animals for
their own food, and as pets;

* invade Americans’ personal privacy to a
degree never before tolerated;

» deprive Americans of their property rights;

« violate the religious freedom of Americans
whose beliefs make it impossible for them to
comply;

» cost the American economy far more than it
will ever deliver.

The Federal Plan

USDA, various state agencies, and many
private companies who have vested financial
interests in seeing NAIS adopted, have tried
to present an image of the NAIS as a sensible,
practical plan to address animal disease. A
review of the government’s plan, however,
shows quite the opposite. The current NAIS
Plan provides:

* Premises Registration: Every person who
owns one horse, cow, pig, chicken, sheep,
goat, deer, elk, bison, or virtually any livestock
animal, will be forced to register their home,
including owner’s name, address, and telephone
number, and keyed to Global Positioning System
coordinates, in a government database under
a 7-digit “premises ID number.” (Standards, pp.
3-4,10-12; Plan, p. 5.)

+ Animal Identification: Every animal will
have to be assigned a 15-digit ID number by the
government when it leaves its birthplace. The
form of ID will most likely be a tag or microchip

containing a Radio Frequency ldentification
Device (RFID), designed to be read from a
distance. (Plan, p. 10; Standards, pp. 6, 12, 20,
27-28.) The plan may also include collecting
the DNA of every animal and/or a retinal scan
of every animal. (Plan, p.13.) Some animals,
such as pigs and poultry, managed in factory-
confinement operations, may have a “group”
identifier assigned instead of an individual
number for each animal.

+ Animal Tracking: The owner will be required
to report: the application of every animal’s ID
tag, every time an animal leaves or enters the
property, every time an animal loses a tag,
every time a tag is replaced, the slaughter or
death of an animal, or if any animal is missing.
Also, every time an animal goes onto or off
of another person’s premises, a report would
be required, showing that the tagged animal
had been on each of these other premises.
Such events must be reported within 24 hours.
(Standards, pp. 12-13, 17-21.)

There are no exceptions. Under the
USDA plan, livestock owners will be forced to
register and report, even if they raise animals
only for their own food, or keep horses for draft
or for transportation. If an animal is born on
the property, never leaves the property, and
either dies on the property, or is slaughtered for
personal consumption only, it may not need to
be individually identified and tracked. Yet, even
under those incredibly limited circumstances,
the premises would have to be registered. The
USDA will exercise “enforcement” against
livestock farmers who don’t comply. (Standards,
p. 7; Plan, p. 17.) As an example of what can
be expected, the proposed Texas regulations
for mandatory premises registration provide
for fines of up to $1,000 per day and criminal
penalties.

The Alleged Rationale:
Disease Control
The alleged rationale for this program is to

protect against animal disease by providing 48-
hour traceback of all animal movements. The

proponents raise the specter of Mad Cow, foot
and mouth, avian flu, and other “foreign animal
diseases.” There are many flaws with this
rationale.

The first flaw is that the threat of disease
cannot justify every intrusion into our privacy
and property rights. Disease, both human and
animal, has been part of our existence for
millennia. The government’s and industry’s
attempt to use fear to deprive us of our rights is
unacceptable.

Second, the sole purpose of NAIS is to
provide traceback after a sick animal has
been found. Even if the system works — which
is very unlikely — it will do almost nothing to
truly address animal disease. NAIS does not
address the causes of disease, including the
unhealthy conditions in factory farms. NAIS
does not address the spread of disease through
wild animals, or even human contact. NAIS will
not prevent diseases from entering our country
through imports. NAIS will not even help with
the detection of disease — instead, the USDA
has proposed to reduce its testing for Mad
Cow disease, and has been inspecting fewer
agricultural products coming into our country by
land, sea, or air.

Third, NAIS will create a black market.
People who cannot afford, or refuse to accept
this massive government program, will be
unable to take their animals to the vet for
preventative care, or to diagnose diseases.

The government already has established
systems and processes, including surveillance,
tracking, and quarantines, for controlling the
spread of animal diseases. In contrast to
the established systems, this new program
is impractical; the technology is flawed, the
database would be unmanageable, and the
logistics of actually tagging and tracking the
animals would dwarf any government program in
existence. NAIS simply won’t work.

It is critical that everyone learn what
is happening in their state. NAIS is not a
federal mandate. The USDA has no statutory
authority to implement NAIS. Each state
is free to decide for itself whether or not to
implement an animal identification system.



